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Wednesday, October 18, 2006
Igenity profile provides dairymen management tool

AgriNews Online
Reader Poll

By Martha Blum
marthablum@agrinews-pubs.com
(800) 426-9438 ext. 117

How interested are you
in wind energy
opportunities on your
farm?

MADISON, Wis. — Dairymen now have more information to use when making decisions for their herds
with the newly updated Igenity profile.

“The Igenity profile now provides producers with information about cow longevity which includes both dairy

O Extremely
O Somewhat

form and productive life,” stated Jennifer Daniels, business development manger for Igenity, at Merial. O Not Very
Merial representatives spent lots of time talking to dairymen about the new Igenity profile during the World

. . . ) Vote
Dairy Expo last week in Madison, Wis.

View Results

“We have had intense interest from producers that has far exceeded our expectations,” Daniels reported.
“Dairy producers have been rushing the Merial booth to find out about Igenity.”

Through DNA technology, the Igenity profile is available from Merial and from Select Sires.

“Now producers have a way to predict an animal’s productive life at a young age,” Daniels said. “This

profile can indicate a female’s potential for milk production before she is bred.” HEI‘E
And, since an animal’s DNA doesn’t change, she continued, “this profile can be used to make decisions =
over the animal’s lifetime.” tn ﬂnd
Merial introduced Igenity to producers four years ago. Now producers receive a single profile that provides I:lllt [ |

-

information about: milk production traits, including milk, fat, percent fat, protein and percent protein; cheese
production traits including kappa casein, beta casein and beta lactoglobulin; longevity including dairy form
and productive life; coat color and genetic diseases including BLAD, DUMPS and CVM.

“The profile can be used as a selection tool to decide whether to keep or sell heifers, as a breeding tool to
make more precise mating decisions or as a tool for making culling decisions,” the Merial spokesperson
explained.

The Igenity profile scores range from 1 to 10 for each economically important trait analyzed. “According to
the USDA, the average life of a dairy cow is 2.6 lactations,” the development manager said. “There is a
difference of 3.44 months of productive life between a cow receiving a score of 1 and a score of 10 for
productive life — that adds an average of 10 percent to a dairy cow’s life.”

Merial developed this 1 to 10 scoring system since multiple marker combinations are used for the profile.

http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/di splay .asp?section=F652303CBOC36A 9A D4...513BA3278C& Article=E60ECD 156A 8CFFEAEAECDB207BE1EB3957879818D8265A6E (1 of 2)10/19/2006 2:33:54 PM


http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/default.asp
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/subscriptions
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/register
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/default.asp
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?section=501B114C5AD11C8A80B9FD9E9EB5EF0ED442C05BB872E453
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?section=33D0F0AB639E24161650CE783D8F1EF33F49B5A081568ADD
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?section=AA4BB7157C579576F350B159A90A7486E7325D04D7A0F671
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?section=B1F80A57F550ADD5951AA0E1DC25277C70570EE55327447A
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?section=E1E5429E7B0B8F84AB054C1E58F25399CECED4EFFD259433
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/register
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/myaccount
javascript:SubmitForm();
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?Section=75924CE5D44345EAE98FEB22145A0C9988CAABA9E27CBF3E
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?Section=33B3058CC05D8550FB9B32A00826FC21683ED5612B6839D4
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?Section=33B3058CC05D8550FB9B32A00826FC21683ED5612B6839D4
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?Section=33B3058CC05D8550FB9B32A00826FC21683ED5612B6839D4
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?Section=95985D5D5E8BE9C145FD1EADFD05C63102157FFDB1EEFAFC
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?Section=E3CEC3A40939375D1B02631CC75FDCA5F35E2857A91ED90D
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?Section=E3CEC3A40939375D1B02631CC75FDCA5F35E2857A91ED90D
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/OnlineFiles/LinkToFiles/FromTheFieldIL.pdf
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/OnlineFiles/LinkToFiles/FromTheFieldIL.pdf
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/OnlineFiles/LinkToFiles/FromTheFieldIN.pdf
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/OnlineFiles/LinkToFiles/FromTheFieldIN.pdf
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?Section=6C779F8A2CFD5DE9D97338E94138E64FA5F76FE576F5A3A7
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?Section=5EC17CF6A1A7476BF41AB2187779BC82DF4A667170406B74
http://agrinewspub.cmititestbank.com/AuctionAds
http://agrinewspub.cmititestbank.com/DisplayAds
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/classifieds
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/classifieds/placead.asp
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?Section=E843F06F1774470A04F1AB4117CC16DA8BFB13FAD0020051
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?Section=26D76DACBF930940F681378B87E8EEA6D4A662607D6C8369
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?Section=13354E29B7AECE63F695BEB21F16D11547E3F50E0DE57649
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?Section=46B6990598EF1DE4406CFA37D97ACF974A31A9F0172281A4
http://agrinewspub.cmititestbank.com/filegallery
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?Section=7DD670607478ABD01E3B6AAE05977EDD23C0BBD3B786EF8B
http://agrinewspub.cmititestbank.com/MeetOurStaff
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?Section=A57690A510F4AB5B4E2983376989C41D462F989081A23981
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/display.asp?Section=1012D55B8872738E87D082CCAC88610C16D881A48397245F
http://agrinewspub.cmititestbank.com/subscriptions
mailto:marthablum@agrinews-pubs.com
javascript:document.WeatherForm.submit();
javascript:openWin('/polls/weekly_poll.asp?ID=11','poll','toolbar=0,location=0,status=0,menubar=0,scrollbars=1,resizable=1,width=505,height=400')
http://www.agrinews-pubs.com/advertisements/sidebanners/LinkToAd.asp?BannerID=68036B7A78B3F1DCC5175253BDD99C71D93734CEA8E1C9AE

AgriNews

.. Photo Store “We've taken the gene interactions and distilled them into simple information for the producers,” Daniels
explained. “We scored the traits from 1 to 10 because not all the markers are equal.”
x Contact Us With this 1 to 10 scale, each dairyman can decide which trait is most important for his operation.

“Producers get all the information for one price and then they can decide how to use the information for
selecting animals,” the Merial spokesperson said. “With all the information provided on each animal it also
helps producers avoid making decisions on single trait selection.”

To get the Igenity profile on an animal, producers contact Merial for a free kit that includes enough supplies
to gather DNA material on 10 animals. To gather a DNA sample, producers simply swab the nostril of the
animal or use a drop of blood.

AgriNewsOnline.com “We will return the results by mail, fax or e-mail and this information is confidential to the customers unless
they request the results are sent to a breed association,” Daniels said. ‘The cost is $35 per profile plus $20
if they include the CVM.”

Merial is continuing to work to identify gene markers for all kinds of traits like immune response, fertility
and mastitis. “Our promise to customers today is that we will provide them with access to new technology
at the lowest possible cost,” Daniels stressed. “We don’t want producers to feel like they have to wait to get
involved with DNA technology.

“Now is the time for producers to use this exciting technology which is helping to shape the dairy and beef
industries,” Daniels concluded.

For more information about Igenity, visit the website at: www.igenity.com or call (877) 443-6489.
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